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Textile Machinery Shipments Strong In 2006

The Switzerland-based International Textile Manufacturers Federa-

tion (ITMF) recently released its annual report, “ITMF International Tex-

tile Machinery Shipment Statistics,Vol. 29/2006” — its 33rd such report

since the statistical series began in 1974, and the 29th titled as such.

Four of the six types of machinery tracked had increases in 2006

when compared to 2005. Short-staple spinning, long-staple spinning, sin-

gle-heater draw-texturing and weaving machinery shipments for 2006

all surpassed 2005 totals. Shipments in the open-end (OE) rotors and

double-heater draw-texturing categories fell below 

2005 shipment levels.

China continues to dominate textile machinery consumption and led

each of the six machinery categories reported. In 2006, machinery

shipments to China, for example, accounted for 56.9 percent of short

staple spindles, 52.3 percent of long-staple spindles, 55.4 percent of 

OE rotors, 65.9 percent of weaving machinery — including shuttle

machines — and 69.3 percent of circular knitting machines shipped

worldwide.

India received 23.7 percent of the short-staple spindles shipped in

2006 and rivaled Turkey in OE rotors — with both countries receiving

shipments of more than 9 percent of the world total.

The volumes shipped to the Asia and Oceania regions continue to

illustrate the tremendous capacity developing in these regions, and in

some cases account for well over 90 to 100 percent of the shipments

made around the world.
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Africa • 6,228,900 246,000 214,424 166,764 576 8,788

North America • 6,359,000 908,000 669,800 57,368 9,500 3,856

South America • 9,020,900 702,000 503,750 29,756 6,368 11,844

Asia & Oceania • 

149,862,028 6,669,000 3,061,267 11,277,740 147,684 266,563

Eastern Europe • 6,664,678 1,386,700 2,833,416 6,912 6,240 15,596

Western Europe • 3,784,385 4,090,000 308,788 14,256 8,824 11,536

Europe, others •

6,418,744 743,000 552,634 187,728 13,904 33,864

World • 188,338,635 14,744,700 8,144,079 11,740,524 193,096 352,047
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Africa • 390 159 1 550 -

North America • 321 160 10 491 -

South America • 336 534 - 870 -

Asia & Oceania • 

24,026 21,168 13,835 59,029 7,013

Eastern Europe • 300 205 32 537 -

Western Europe • 1,832 458 1 2,291 -

Europe, others •

2,551 263 51 2,865 -

Not Specified • - - - - -

World • 29,756 22,947 13,930 66,633 7,013
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China • 75,000,000 3,600,000 1,460,000 6,680,740 101,000 194,967

India • 34,140,000 990,000 395,000 2,779,216 11,368 32,832

Pakistan • 10,278,647 35,000 156,776 668,636 - -

Turkey • 6,418,744 743,000 552,634 187,728 13,904 33,864

Asia & Oceania • 

79.6% 45.2% 37.6% 96.1% 76.5% 75.7%

China • 39.8 24.4 17.9 56.9 52.3 55.4

India • 18.1 6.7 4.9 23.7 5.9 9.3

Pakistan • 5.5 0.2 1.9 5.7 - -

Turkey • 3.4 5.0 6.8 1.6 7.2 9.6

China • 15,377 15,369 11,406 42,152 6,385

India • 2,732 1,983 947 5,662 628

Pakistan • 333 1,753 338 2,424 -

Turkey • 2,551 263 51 2,865 -
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Shipments of large (over 165 mm) circular knitting machines in 2006
2006 ( 165 ) 

Continent
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( )
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Total*
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Jacquard Electronics

Double • 

Up to 24"
24

26" or over
26

Africa • 25 281 10 133 449 23

North America • 186 245 63 128 622 36

South America • 9 749 9 227 994 10

Asia & Oceania • 

3,881 8,689 4,328 7,756 24,654 404

Eastern Europe • - 63 7 43 113 25

Western Europe • 3 298 10 152 463 104

Europe, others •

20 643 24 291 978 69

Not Specified • - - - - - -

World • 4,124 10,968 4,451 8,730 28,273 671

Asia & Oceania • 

80.7% 92.2% 99.3% 100.0%

China • 51.7 67.0 81.9 91.0

India • 9.2 8.6 6.8 9.0

Pakistan • 1.1 7.6 2.4 0

Turkey • 8.6 1.1 0.4 0
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Shipments of large (over 165 mm) circular knitting machines in 2006
2006 ( 165 ) Select Countries

(destination)

( )

Single • 
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26
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24

Total*
*Of Which Have

Jacquard Electronics

Double • 

Up to 24"
24

26" or over
26

China • 3,279 6,015 3,941 6,346 19,581 115

India • 178 568 116 336 1,198 43

Pakistan • 8 118 3 7 136 24

Turkey • 20 643 24 291 978 69

Shipments of large (over 165 mm) circular knitting machines in 2006 
(% of Total)
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Asia & Oceania • 

94.1% 79.2% 97.2% 88.8%

China • 79.5 54.8 88.5 72.7

India • 4.3 5.2 2.6 3.8

Pakistan • 0.2 1.1 0.1 0.1

Turkey • 0.5 5.9 0.5 3.3
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